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secretaries of the Satyagraha Sabha. Satyagrahis should, so far
as possible, write their names and addresses as sellers, so that they
may be traced easily when wanted by Government for prosecution.
Naturally there can be no question of secret sale of this literature.
At the same time there should be no forwardness, either, in distri-
buting it.

It is open to satyagrahis to form small groups of men and
women to whom they may read this class of literature. The object
in selected prohibited literature is not merely to commit a civil
breach of the law regarding it, but it is also to supply people with
clean literature of a high moral value. It is expected that the
Government will confiscate such literature. Satyagraha is and has
to be as independent of finance as possible. When, therefore,
copies are confiscated, satyagrahis are required to make copies of
prohibited literature themselves or by securing the assistance of
willing friends and to make use of it until it is confiscated by giving
readings to the people from it. It is stated that such readings
would amount to dissemination of prohibited literature. When
whole copies are exhausted by dissemination or confiscation, satya-
grahis may continue civil disobedience by writing out and distribut-
ing extracts from accessible books.

Regarding civil breach of the law governing the publication
of newspapers, the idea is to publish in every Satyagraha centre
a written newspaper, without registering it. It need not occupy
more than one side of half a foolscap. When such a newspaper is
edited, it will be found how difficult it is to fill up half a sheet.
It is a well-known fact that a vast majority of newspapers contain
much padding. Further, it cannot be denied that newspaper arti-
cles written under the terror of the very strict newspaper law have
a double meaning.1 A satyagrahi, for whom punishments provided
by law have lost all terror, can give only in an unregistered news-
paper his thoughts and opinions unhampered by any other con-
sideration than that of his own conscience. His newspaper, therefore,
if otherwise well edited, can become a most powerful vehicle for
transmitting pure ideas in a concise manner, and there need be
no fear of inability to circulate a handwritten newspaper; for it
will be the duty of those who may receive the first copies to recopy
till at last the process of multiplication is made to cover, if necessary,
the whole of the masses of India. And it must not be forgotten

1 For Gandhiji's views on the mission of a newspaper,   vide Vol. XIV,
"Newspapers", before 14-11-1917.
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